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COVID-19 & GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
IN CANADA:
Within the current pandemic of COVID-19, there is already a Gender-Based Violence Pandemic that exists in our
society. Survivors of gender-based violence are most at-risk of violence in their own homes. Canada as well as
countries around the world are facing a complicated and unprecedented situation, when “Self-Isolating at Home” is
both the primary advice to respond to our current public health crisis and yet, it is the most common location of
harassment and violence for women and children experiencing gender-based violence.
A resource document released on June 1, 2020 by The Learning
Network Team (The Learning Network, COVID-19 & GenderBased
Violence
In
Canada,
June
1,
2020,
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.ca/docs/COVID-gbv-canadarecommendations.pdf) examines how COVID-19 may create
“pathways” leading to Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and
Violence Against Women and Children (VAW/C), with a specific
focus on Canadian context. To the right of this page are some
highlights from this resource providing focus on Pathways to
Violence and Barriers to Support during COVID-19 as well as
Key Recommendations.
In the face of this changing and evolving Pandemic,
St Thomas Elgin Second Stage Housing is working closely with
our community partners so that we can continue to do our best
to respond to those who need us most, at a time when staying
at home can significantly impact the safety of women and their
children.
The lines of communication are open between our community
partners such as shelters and agencies. With the support of our
government we are finding new strategies, developing
resources and building our collective capacity to address this
unprecedented time in our lives together.
We continue to follow the advice of Public Health as we work
through this unique time and we are doing our best to keep
women and their children safe in our community.
If you or someone you know is seeking safety from a harmful
situation, please call us at 519-637-2288 or call 911 if there is
immediate danger.
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International Women’s Day (IWD) is a global day celebrating

the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of
women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating
gender parity (the state of being equal).
IWD has occurred for well over a century, with the first
gathering in 1911 supported by over a million people in
Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. Although
we’ve made great progress since then, the problem of
gender inequality still persists around the world.
Collectively we can all play a part and share responsibility
for driving a gender-balanced world.
This year’s IWD theme was ”An Equal World is an Enabled
World”. Encouraging us that together we can actively
choose to challenge stereotypes, fight bias, broaden
perceptions, improve situations and celebrate women's
achievements. Collectively, each one of us can help create a
gender equal world.
St. Thomas Elgin Second Stage Housing (STESSH) felt it was
important to raise awareness around the challenge of
equality and the ability to access affordable transportation.
This year we proudly partnered with Red Line Taxi (Murray
and Michelle Watson) and gave some 20 women the
valuable resource of Taxi Vouchers. Statistics show that
women face more challenges accessing transportation, and
their travel patterns often significantly differ from men. This
is often due to managing care for others and most notably,
having a young child in the home increases women’s
mobility needs by 23%.

IWD was Sunday March 8th,2020 and in celebration
of this important day, we asked our community
partners to pass along the $30 vouchers to a
women whose situation could be improved by
having access to affordable transportation.
Redline Taxi is very familiar with the challenges
women face accessing affordable transportation.
We are proud to have celebrated this significant
day, by partnering with Red Line Taxi and giving
such a meaningful gift to some very deserving
women in our community.

Thank you
Murray and
Michelle Watson
and Redline Taxi!!

An equal world is an enabled world. Collectively, each one of us can help create a
gender equal world.
www.internationalwomensday.com
Women face more challenges accessing transportation, and their travel patterns
often significantly differ from men. This is often due to managing care for others.
Having a young child in the home increases women’s mobility needs by 23%.
https://womenmobilize.org

47th Edition Spring/Summer 2020

Thank you “sew” much to Sew
Strong St Thomas Elgin for their
generous donation of cloth face
masks to St. Thomas-Elgin Second
Stage Housing!

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many events
around the world and locally to be cancelled or
postponed. In light of COVID-19, we have made the
difficult decision to cancel this year's 18th Annual Golf
Tournament and our upcoming November “Elvis The
King” Collaborative Event with Big Brothers Big Sisters
of St.Thomas-Elgin. We would like to thank our past
sponsors and attendees for your ongoing support and
we look forward to seeing you in the future.
Our sincere thanks goes out to Western Fair District,
Williams Funeral Home, The Centennial Sports Club of
St Thomas, Graham Scott Enns LLP and Southwestern
Tax Service for their donations. As well thank you to our
community for your continued support and dedication,
we are truly grateful.

Thank you to THE
CANADIAN TIRE COVID-19
RESPONSE FUND
To help Canadians and
communities respond to the
COVID-19
pandemic,
Canadian Tire created a COVID-19 Response Fund,
providing up to $3M in personal protective equipment
and essential products from across their family of
companies to support frontline healthcare and
community workers.
STESSH sent in a request and Canadian Tire responded
with a generous donation of much needed hand
sanitizer and a $1,000 Canadian Tire gift card. STESSH
would like to thank the COVID-19 Response Fund for
this extremely generous donation during a time where
hand sanitizer is so challenging to purchase in the
quantity we need for our building’s needs.
Thank you Canadian Tire Covid-19 Response Fund!

Their support is very much appreciated during this
unprecedented time. The women and children of
Second Stage Housing would like to expresses their
heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the donation of
handmade face masks. Because of their donation, the
women and children of Second Stage Housing feel
supported and valued. They also feel like they can do
their part in this fight against Covid-19. Whether it’s
keeping each other safe in the building while social
distancing or when they go out in to the community to
shop and run errands, these masks enable them to do
their part because we are all in this together.
Due
to
safety
measure
recommendations
surrounding
COVID-19, unfortunately STESSH is
unable to accept donations of new
or used clothing and items at this time. Please know
that we have always greatly appreciated the
overwhelming generosity and support of our amazing
community. We are hoping at some point this changes
however in the meantime, there are many other ways
you can help!
By joining our 100 club, or one-time monetary general
donations (Any donation $20 and greater receive tax
receipt). In order for STESSH to remain committed to
providing programs that assist women and children
move forward to a future free of violence, we must
look to our supporters for assistance. Your donations
allow us to continue to provide hope to their future!

Join the 100 Club Today!
The 100 Club is a planned giving initiative, which aims to get
100 individuals, families, or groups to commit to making an
annual donation of $120 or more to our agency. It is the most
convenient way to support us. The objective of the 100 Club
is to generate sustainable funding for our programs. Our
hope is to be able to focus less effort on fundraising and
more on the programming we offer to the women and
children at our agency.
We would like to thank all our 100 Club donors for their
continued support to our programs!

Second Stage Financial Donors November 15th 2019 to May 15th, 2020
$1,000 +
Elgin County
Estate of Bertha Caughell
Walmart Canada
Aylmer Community Foundation
Stirling Chapter Iode
Forever Legacy Foundation
Elgin St Thomas Community Foundation

100 Club Members
A.Lounsbury
A. Meeuse
A. Pol
A. Verhoeven
A. Wright
B. Andrews
B. Blackman
B. Graham
B. Keefer
B. Wright
C. Ford
C. Gathercole
C. Keefer
C. Limbrick
E. Lanning
E. York
F. Edgar
G. Clark
H. Ainsworth
J & J Harris
J. Andrews
J & J Irvine
J. Jones
J. Unwin
K. Hagerman
K & C Jolliffe
L. Stinchcombe
M. Cheney
M. Keefer
M. Ladd
M & J Collins
N. Newby
P. Morfee

$500 - $999.99
St Anne’s Catholic Women’s League
Central United Church
Unifor Local 27
Don & Hazell William CF
J Irvine
$100- $499.99
St Andrews United Church
Dutton United Church Women
Central United Church
London Community Foundation
Royal Canadian Legion
741 Elgin RC Air Cadets
Canvas & Quill
K Pitre
S Bentley
AM Pearce
E Sebestyen
J Hofhuis
J Berdan & L Miknev
$1-$99.99
J & M Nesbit
K McNeil
K Gordan
MJ Wadley

100 Club Members
Con’t
P. Newman
P. Pol
R. Jackson
S. Broadbent
S. Vanderkooy
S. Westaway
T. Phillips
T. Sherratt
Please note we strive for accuracy in
listing donors; however, some errors
may occur. Please contact us if any
errors or omissions are detected.

Receive our newsletter by email!
Email secondstage.stessh@rogers.com to
be added to our electronic newsletter list
and receive your copy in your inbox!
Please help us reduce our cost and paper
usage!
To keep up to date on all these events
and more, please follow us on our
Facebook page.
www.facebook.com/SecondStageHousing

 ………………………………………………please cut along the dotted line………................................………
Enclosed is my gift of: $ ____________ One time gift: ____ 100 Club: _____
Paid by: □ Cheque □ Series of post dated cheques

□ Automatic Bank Charge ___1st or ___15th $______ each month (enclose VOIDED cheque)
□ Mastercard □Visa #: _______________________ expiry date____ / ___ (secure site)
Name:________________________

Phone #: ______________________

Address: _________________________________________________________
Mail to: St. Thomas – Elgin Second Stage Housing, 15 Golding Place, St. Thomas, ON N5R 6B6

Thank you for your support!

