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DECEMBER 6TH National Day of Remembrance 
 

St. Thomas Elgin Second Stage 
Housing and Fanshawe College  

invite you to join us to mark this 
important day 

 

Date: December 6th, 2019 
Place: St. Thomas Fanshawe College 

(front door) 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 

 

This day commemorates the 14 young women whose lives ended in an act of gender-based violence that 
shocked the nation. December 6th represents an opportunity for everyone to reflect on the fact that women in 
Canada, and around the world, continue to face disproportionate levels of violence each and every day. It is an 
opportunity to consider the women and girls for whom violence is a daily reality, and to remember those who 

have died as a result of gender-based violence. Finally, it is a day for communities to join together in working to 
eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls. 

 

 

For 25 years, St Thomas Elgin Second-Stage Housing (STESSH) has been providing 
transitional supports and safe housing to women with or without children, who are leaving 
abusive relationships. To celebrate a quarter of a century providing counselling, education 
and independent living in a safe supportive environment, we held a Flag Raising ceremony 
at City Hall, on Monday October 21, 2019. We would like to thank those who attended for 

taking time out of their day to show their 
support. Special thanks to Joe Preston 
and Jeff Yurek for presenting us with 
certificates of recognition for our 25 
years of supporting our community. 
Thank you as well to United Way for 
the use of their boardroom for coffee 
and treats after the ceremony.  
The Annual General Meeting was held 
in the afternoon and provided an 
opportunity for the board and staff to 
share important information such as 
the 2018-2019 audited financial 
statements, Annual Report and elect 
the board that will govern us from 
2019 to 2020. 
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We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of 

generous supporters and wish 
everyone a safe and happy 

holiday season. 
 

“The true joy of the 
holidays is not 
what you get...  

But what you give” 
 

2018-2019 Program 
Statistics 

 

Transitional Housing & Support Program 
(THSP) – The THSP offers housing, transitional and 
emotional supports as well as safety planning, referrals 
and advocacy to women that are leaving abusive 
situations.  The THSP referrals are not only received from 
service or community agencies but also can come from 
self-referrals.  
 

Transitional Program  
Women served 126 
Safety plan completed 126 
Individual Counselling hours (women)     360 
Transitional Plans completed                    126 
Number of Follow-up women served     17 
Hours of Follow-up support offered        104 

 

Women’s Residential Program - The Residential 
Program is designed to ensure that the women and 
children residing at STESSH are offered support and 
counselling regarding their experiences with domestic 
violence.  
 

Residential Program 
Average length of stay                  10 mths 
Women served                                                  24 
Children served                                                42 
Individual counselling hours (women) 850 
Support & Recreational hours (children)   316 
Safety Plans completed                                      24 

  

Children’s Program - The children’s program offered 
support to 42 children which is a higher number than in 
past year due to larger families residing with us. In total the 
children received 316 hours of direct service. Through our 
children’s program we assist the children in understanding 
topics such as abuse, feelings, safety, and peer issues.  
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A legacy gift is a planned future gift that 

designates some part of an individual's estate as a 
donation to a nonprofit. Did you know that, planning to 
leave a Legacy Gift in your Will is one of the most 
thoughtful ways to help others and leave a lasting impact 
in your community? Simple bequests in a Will or Estate 
Plan, a gift of life insurance, annuities, charitable trusts, 
endowments and gifts of property are all types of Legacy 
Gifts. These deferred gifts are most often arranged when 
you are preparing your Will or updating financial plans. 
There are many options when it comes to Legacy Giving, 
making it possible for anyone to leave a legacy. 

STESSH truly appreciates Legacy and Memorial 
Donations. They are a significant part of our operational 
dollars and go directly toward ensuring the fulfillment of 
our mission to provide transitional supports and safe 
housing to women, with or without children, who are 
leaving an abusive relationship. Not only do these 
donations give us the capacity to provide safe and 
comfortable housing for women and children to call 
home, but they give these women and children valuable 
access to parenting and school supports as well as 
transportation and children’s programs. All of these 
services are made possible because of these types of 
generous donations.  
 

 

17th Annual Golf Tournament 
STESSH wishes to sincerely thank the 
donors, sponsors, and attendees of the 
17th Annual Golf Tournament that was 
held on June 7th 2019 at Kettle Creek Golf 
& Country Club. This event was a great 

success, with 56 golfers enjoying a beautiful day out on 
the links. This year we raised over $4,800 in support of 
our women’s and children’s programs. We wish to thank 
PostMedia for their Silver sponsorship, Donald Ford for 
his Bronze sponsorship, Williams Funeral Home, 
Centennial Sports Club of St. Thomas, Elgin Chrysler, St. 
Thomas & District Labour Council, Southwestern Tax 
Service for their Hole Sponsorships, Action Financial 
Group - HollisWealth for their Cart Sponsorship and GWB 
Heating & Cooling for their Table Sponsorship. 

 

 
 

 
We at STESSH and the women and 
children residing here, were filled with 
overwhelming gratitude to received 
multiple donations of Back to School 

supplies. STESSH was the recipient of the Women Who 
Wine August 21st give back initiative. The women who 
attended this event brought school supplies in support 
of STESSH. This evening was a social gathering for 
women to share in community and support, while 
hearing stories of empowerment and encouragement. In 
addition, we received donations from Becky Gillard and 
Aylmer Dental. Getting kids ready to return to school can 
be stressful.  These donations of backpacks, pencil cases, 
binders, paper, writing instruments, lunch bags, lunch 
containers and snacks, not only relieved that stress, but 
gave the children here at Second Stage the essential 
school supplies and confidence they need to have a 
successful school year.  

Myrtle Shop Inc and the women who 
attended #ghoulsnightout on October 4th 
raised $150 in support of STESSH’s Women's 
Program. In addition, they held a “no ragrets 
event” on November 2, 2019. They collected 

not worn or gently used clothing on our behalf. What 
amazing ways to give back to our community.  

It's because of initiatives such as these that for 
twenty-five years, STESSH has been able to offer the 
women of St. Thomas and Elgin County a safe place to re-
establish their lives and receive services such as one on 
one counselling, group support and advocacy. Thank you 
to these amazing supporters! 
 

Join the 100 Club Today! 
The 100 Club is a planned giving initiative, which aims to get 100 
individuals, families, or groups to commit to making an annual 
donation of $120 or more to our agency. It is the most convenient 
way to support us. The objective of the 100 Club is to generate 
sustainable funding for our programs. Our hope is to be able to 
focus less effort on fundraising and more on the programming we 
offer to the women and children at our agency.  
 

 

We would like to thank all our 100 Club 
donors for their continued support to our 

                              programs! 
 

 

DONATIONS & THANK YOUS 



 

Thank you for your support! 

Second Stage Financial Donors May 15th, 2019 to November 15th 2019 
 
 

$1,000 + 

Elgin County 
 

Walmart Canada Corp 
 

Sisters of St. Joseph 
 

Green Lane Community Trust 
 

 The Forever Legacy Foundation 
 

The Barrie Estate 
 

$500 - $999.99 
 

R. Alavie 
 

London Community  
Foundation 

 

St. Anne’s Catholic  
Women’s League 

 
$100- $499.99 

T. & R. Gillard 
 

Dr. L. Louwagie 
 

D. & E. McCaig 
 

Myrtle Shop Inc. 
 

Centennial Sports Club 
 

$1-$99.99 

A. Berger 

 

100 Club Members 

A. Lounsbury 
A. Meeuse 

A. Pol 
A. Verhoeven 

A. Wright 
B. Andrews 
B. Blackman 
B. Graham 
B. Keefer 
B. Wright 
C. Ford 

C. Gathercole 
C. Keefer 

C. Limbrick 
C. Murray 
E. Lanning 

E. York 
F. Edgar 
G. Clark 

J. Andrews 
K. Hagerman 
J & J Harris 

J. Irvine 
J. Jones 

J. Unwin 
J. Irvine 

K. & C. Jolliffe 
L . Stinchcombe 

M. Cheney 
M. Keefer 
M. Ladd 

M. & J. Collins 
N. Newby 

 

 
 

100 Club Members  
Con’t  

P. Morfee 
P. Newman 

P. Pol 
R. Jackson 

S. Broadbent 
S. Vanderkooy 
S. Westaway 

T. Phillips 
T. Sherratt 

 
Please note we strive for accuracy in 
listing donors; however, some errors 
may occur. Please contact us if any 
errors or omissions are detected.  

 
  

Receive our newsletter by email! 

Email secondstage.stessh@rogers.com to 
be added to our electronic newsletter list 

and receive your copy in your inbox! 

Please help us reduce our cost and paper 
usage! 

To keep up to date on all these events  

and more, please follow us on our 

 Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/SecondStageHousing  
 

 ………………………………………………please cut along the dotted line………................................……… 
 
Enclosed is my gift of: $ ____________    One time gift:  _____   100 Club:  _____  
Paid by:  □ Automatic Bank Charge ___1st or ___15th $______ each month (enclose VOID cheque)  

□ Cheque  □ Series of postdated cheques     □ Mastercard   □Visa   
Card #:  _______________________________ expiry date____ / ____ (secure site) CVC: ______ 
Name: _________________________________ Phone #:  _________________________________  
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail to:  St. Thomas – Elgin Second Stage Housing, 15 Golding Place, St. Thomas, ON N5R 6B6 


